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Weather Chronicle News and 
Advertising Deadlines

All news is due by 5 p.m., Monday, and all adver-
tising is due by noon, Monday. News received after
that deadline will be published as space allows.

Looking back: If you like the
thaw-freeze cycle, this weather
pattern is your cup of tea. Care-
ful walking around, folks.
Date Hi Lo         Rn/Sn
Jan. 1           5...... -8...........0.00
Jan. 2          23......-6.........0.00

Jan. 3          40......13........0.00
Jan. 4          43....  24....... 0.00
Jan. 5          40......23....... 0.00
Jan. 6          35......21........0.00
Jan. 7          36......31........0.00          
Temperatures and precipitation compiled
by Robert Thurn, Chronicle weather ob-
server. 

Wed., 1-9
H: 14°, L: 8°

Thur., 1-10
H: 26, L: 21°

Fri., 1-11
H: 34°, L: 23°

Sat., 1-12
H: 29 L: 19°

Sun., 1-13
H: 32° L: 25°

City OKs design
standards for
small cell wireless
Paul Lemke joins
city council
By John Mueller
Editor

With the potential of upgraded
wireless phone and Internet service
on the horizon and the Federal Com-
munications Commission approving
new rules for cities to allow place-
ment of antennas in road rights-of-
way, the Glencoe City Council OK’d
new design standards for the anten-
nas Monday night.

The new antennas will be capable

of providing 5G-telephone service.
The new small cell service will be
available to companies that want to
provide the upgraded service to area
customers. The city currently has a
wireless phone antenna on one of its
water towers. If a wireless phone
company wanted to enhance its cov-
erage area in the city, additional an-
tennas could be placed on city light
poles at a company’s expense, said
City Administrator Mark Larson.

Chronicle photo by John Mueller
Glencoe Mayor Randy Wilson administered the oath of office to (from left) councilors John
Schrupp, Paul Lemke and Allen Robeck during Monday evening’s Glencoe City Council meeting.  

Chronicle photo by John Mueller

New year, new arrival
Elaina Leigh Woytcke was the area’s first baby of 2019. She was born at Glencoe Regional Health
Services Jan. 2 at 1:01 a.m. She is the daughter of Kaitlyn and Nathan Woytcke of Glencoe.

McLeod County
Board picks Nagel,
Krueger as its leaders
By Jakob Kounkel
Staff Writer

The McLeod County Board of
Commissioners, in its first meeting
of the new year, chose commission-
ers Joe Nagel and Doug Krueger to
continue as chair and vice chair of
the board for 2019, and also ap-
proved a temporary rental agreement
for the three buildings it purchased
for the government center.

There wasn’t any public discus-
sion over the choice for the continu-
ation of the chair and the vice chair
into 2019. It’s not common that
commissioners will have split-deci-
sion votes. Even on decisions where
there may be disagreement, the
board tends to vote together. The co-
hesion the board displays on votes,
at least publicly, leads one to believe

it works well as is. 
Last year, the board agreed to pur-

chase three buildings for the govern-
ment center, two on DeSoto Avenue
and one on 6th Street East, in which
individuals had a rental contract with
the previous owner. The board de-
cided to continue with the same ver-
bal rental agreement as the individu-
als had previously, two of the build-
ings for $750 per month and one for

County staff says partial
government shutdown
won’t hurt until February.
See Page 8.

Student with ‘toy gun’ draws
police to junior-senior high
By John Mueller
Editor

A Glencoe Junior-Senior High
School student faces a possible
school disciplinary process and po-
tential criminal charges after school
staff and police responded last
Wednesday, Jan. 2, to a report of a
student with a firearm.

The so-called firearm  turned out
to be a “toy gun,” according to Po-
lice Capt. Tony Padilla.

The so-called firearm was a black

plastic revolver but did not have an
orange tip at the end of the barrel
meant to distinguish a real gun from
a toy, Padilla said. Police were un-
certain if the plastic revolver at any
point had the orange plastic cap on
the end of the barrel. The absence of
the orange cap made the plastic re-
volver difficult to distinguish as a

School’s principal a man
of strong principles

Chronicle photo by John Mueller
Dean Scheele, principal at First Evangelical Lutheran School, prepared to spend Friday night into
Saturday morning sleeping  in a hollowed-out snowpile in the school’s parking lot. Scheele spent
the night outside  to make good on a promise he made to students. They raised over $10,000 in
pledges for the school during last fall’s Marathon for Non-Public Education.   

By John Mueller
Editor

Perhaps Dean Scheele’s judgment
can be questioned.

After all, he spent Friday night,
Jan. 4, sleeping in a hollowed-out
snow pile in the parking lot at First
Evangelical Lutheran School. The
overnight temperature dipped into
the upper-20s. But for Scheele,
spending the night sleeping outdoors
was a matter of preparation and
honor.

The school’s leader had a promise
to keep.

Scheele, as he has done before,
made a pact last fall with the
school’s students involving the
amount of money they could raise
during the Marathon for Non-Public
Education. If they raised $9,000 or
more, Scheele promised to sleep out-
side overnight during January. The
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Turn to page 2
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For all your 
Plumbing & Heating needs

and repairs call today!
• Tempstar Gas, LP Furnace & A.C.

• License #067203-PM

Dobrava Bros.
Plumbing & Heating • Glencoe

320-864-6335
www.dobravabrothers.com

PLUMBING

HEATING

NOTICE 
CITY OF BROWNTON
RESIDENTS
Christmas trees placed on 
the boulevard will be picked 
up by city maintenance 
department through Friday, January 18, 2019

F
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THIN ICE
The Swan Lake 

Aeration system is 
set to begin Jan. 12,

2019.

Location:
Swan Lake,

McLeod County, 
117 township, 

Range 28, Sec. 28-31

Stay clear of marked 
areas, and watch 

for future notices.
F2Ct

City Continued from page 1

Wednesday, Dec. 26, local
scholarship applications will
become available to current
Glencoe-Silver Lake High
School seniors.

Students can find scholar-
ship information and an ap-
plication on the school Web

site – www.gsl.k12.mn.us –
under “student resources”
tab. Seniors should give these
applications the time they de-
serve, said school counseling
secretary Cheryl Templin.
Deadline is Tuesday, Feb. 12,
7:50 a.m.

Local scholarships will be
awarded to the Class of 2019
at the senior banquet Wednes-
day, May 15, 7 p.m.

Local families, businesses,
and organizations awarded
more than $115,000 in schol-
arships to the Class of 2018.

Scholarships offered to GSL seniors

Submitted photo

Honoring decades of service
Members of the New Auburn Township Board of Supervisors recently honored
outgoing supervisor Orville Polzin and clerk Don Wolff. Polzin (third from left)
served as a supervisor for 38 years. Wolff (third from right) served as the town-
ship’s clerk for 23 years. The remaining and new members of the town board re-
cently presented the men plaques for their service. 

GSL Knowledge Bowl team
shines in recent meets

As the season progresses,
the Glencoe-Silver Lake
Knowledge Bowl team’s
members are gaining valuable
experience.

The seventh- to ninth-
graders traveled to Marshall
for the Region 6 Junior High
meet Thursday, Jan. 3. Satur-
day, Jan. 5, the whole team
competed at Yellow Medicine
East in Granite Falls.

Saturday at YME, the var-
sity competition had 12
teams, and GSL stayed in
first place in room one for
most of the meet with oral
scores of 11, 11, 19, and 14.
Their total score of 79 earned
them the gold medals. This
team included Brett Baum-
garten, Jared Lokensgard,
Haley Lukes, and Charles
Urban. New London/Spicer
finished in second with 78
points, and Hutchinson and
Montevideo tied for third
with 70.5.

The Region 6 Junior High
meet included 32 teams from
eleven schools. Montevideo’s
“Thunder” took first place
with 102.0 points. GSL Black
moved up from ninth place to
finish second with 97.0. This
team included Sara Cross,
Zach Reichow, Elida
Roskamp, Aaron Ward and
Jesse Dahlke. Willmar fin-

ished third with 92.5. 
GSL Silver -- Linette

Munoz, Ashley Wise, Bray-
den Gildea, and Caleb Linde-
man -- finished 13th with 71,
and GSL Purple finished 15th
with 70. The team included
Emma Gepson, Zoe
Ruschmeier, Jenna Neyers,
Brooklyn Kasella, and Alli-
son Willcox. All three GSL
teams finished in the top half
of the standings, so all will
compete again Jan. 10 at the
super regional meet, in Mar-
shall. The top Knowledge
Bowl teams from all of south-
western Minnesota are ex-
pected to be at the event.

There were three GSL
teams in the 13-team junior
varsity competition and they
competed against each other
in room one for three of the
four oral rounds. They did an
excellent job of staying ahead
of the rest of the field, said
GSL coach Vicky Harris.
GSL Silver (Abby Gronlund,
Cade Herrmann, Kayla Rei-
chow, and Paul Sievert)
earned first place with 74
points, while GSL Black fin-
ished in second with 65
points (Kalie Butcher, Devin
Forcier, and Eli Kuehn). A
team from ACGC
leapfrogged from tenth place
during the final “Nerdtopia”

round with a score of 31, and
earned third place with 64
points. GSL Purple finished
in sixth with 59.5 (Nathan
Fehrenbach, Kobe Boozikee,
Summer Hayes, and Rachel
Trebesch.)

Montevideo won the 23-
team junior high competition
with 100 points, and Dawson-
Boyd was second with 93.
GSL black finished in fourth
place with 85. The team
members were the same as at
the Region 6 meet. GSL Sil-
ver finished tenth with 75.5,
and GSL Purple ended in
twentieth with 56 points.

Coaches Eric Anderson and
Harris were pleased with the
results, and look forward to
the next few busy weeks.

Tomorrow, Thursday, Jan.
10, the junior high teams re-
turn to Marshall for the super
regional meet. Saturday, Jan.
12, the varsity and most jun-
ior varsity teams will travel to
St. Francis for the Rumble on
the Rum, while the junior
high and some junior varsity
will go to New
London/Spicer.

The following week, GSL
has three more meets before a
short break. Its home meet
will be Saturday, Feb. 2.

Glencoe VFW OKs donations 
The Glencoe Veterans of

Foreign Wars Post No. 5102
recently approved over
$1,900 in donations to eight
local and area organizations.

The non-profit VFW donat-

ed $500 to the Glencoe-Silver
Lake School District agricul-
ture program, $335 to shut-in
veterans and $300 to the GSL
military history club. The
group donated $250 to the

walk-for-life, $200 to the
VFW bowling team and $180
to the dart league. The VFW
also donated $100 to the Pan-
thers’ Booster Club and $60
for cemetery plants.

Funding for the donations
came from pull-tab sales at
the VFW club and club rev-
enue, said Leon Grack, com-
mander of VFW Post 5102.Happenings

Study club meeting
The Glencoe Study Club will meet Monday, Jan. 14, 7

p.m., at Louise Carlson’s house (2102 Ninth St. W.).
John Bergseng, M.D., will present information on

medical mission trips to South America.

Brownton Leigon, Auxiliary 
Brownton Legion and Auxiliary Post No. 143 will be

holding its next meeting Monday, Jan. 14, 7 p.m., at the
Brownton Community Center.

Please note the new starting time – 7 p.m. Tim Olson,
Jan Kreie and Karen Tordsen are the host and hostesses
for the evening.

Church annual meeting
Church of Peace United Church of Christ will hold its

annual meeting Sunday, Jan. 20, following the 10 a.m.
service.

Church of Peace UCC is at 520 11th St. E. in Glencoe.

Corn giveaway, breakfast
The Shady Lane Sportsman’s Club will have a corn

giveaway for wildlife and a breakfast Saturday, Jan. 12, 7
to 11 a.m., at the clubhouse.

The clubhouse is at 17656 461st Ave. in New Auburn
Township.

Abundant Table meal
Christ Lutheran Church’s Abundant Table ministry

team will hold its next community dinner Wednesday,
Feb. 6, at the church at 1820 Knight Ave. N. in Glencoe.

Preparations for the meal begin at 4:30 p.m. and serv-
ing runs from 5 to 6 p.m. The menu for the no-cost din-
ner includes chili with all the fixings, cornbread, fruit and
brownies for dessert.

Additional information is available at 320-864-4549.

Glencoe seniors’ meetings
The Glencoe Senior Citizens meet Tuesdays and

Thursdays at 12:30 p.m. in the seniors room at the Glen-
coe City Center. Sheephead is played on Tuesdays, and
both sheephead and 500 are played on Thursdays. All
seniors over 55 are invited.

For more information, call 320-510-1551 and leave a
message.

To be included in this column, items for Happenings
must be received in the Chronicle office no later than
5 p.m. on Monday of the week they are to be pub-
lished. Items received after that will be published else-
where in the newspaper as space permits. Happenings
in Glencoe, Brownton, Stewart, Plato, New Auburn,
Biscay and Silver Lake take priority over happenings
elsewhere.

The city approved the aes-
thetics policy Monday night,
Jan. 7, to beat an FCC dead-
line of Jan. 14 for when mu-
nicipalities would have to
begin hosting small cell wire-
less antennas. Glencoe does
not yet have an ordinance to
govern all facets of the anten-
nas on city light poles. It is
waiting for a draft policy from
the League of Minnesota
Cities.

Dave Meyer, plant manager
for Glencoe Light and Power,
expressed concern that the an-
tennas are about the size “of a
dorm-room refrigerator.” He
also expressed some concern
regarding technicians in-
stalling the antennas being
trained and qualified to safely
work near high-voltage lines.

Body camera policy
The Glencoe City Council

discussed the proposed policy
it will use to govern its offi-
cers’ use of body-worn cam-
eras and the public’s access to
the images an officer records
during an interaction with the
public.

The lengthy draft policy
was placed on The Chroni-
cle’s Web site for review sev-
eral weeks ago. Councilor
Allen Robeck wanted the
nine-page document printed in
the newspaper for public re-
view.

During a public hearing on
the proposed policy Monday,
Glencoe resident Katie
Grimm is concerned the im-
ages could violate the privacy
of a person’s home in the case
of a call for medical help or
some other police service. Po-
lice Chief Jim Raiter said the

department would redact the
images of children and private
data. He said a department
staff person would be respon-
sible for handling data re-
quests and making certain pri-
vate data remains private.

Raiter said the department
is adding body-worn cameras
to its array of tools in the
name of transparency, to hold
officers accountable for their
actions, as a training tool, and
to protect officers and the city
from allegations of possible
misconduct. The policy comes
with rules of how and when
officers must use body-worn
cameras.

The council did not make a
decision on the proposed poli-
cy. It will revisit the issue for
discussion and a decision at
an upcoming meeting.

Flower baskets
For years, the Glencoe

Chamber of Commerce has
handled the funding and main-
tenance of flower baskets
hanging to beautify the down-
town area. But that practice
will change with a council de-
cision Monday.

At the chamber’s request,
city workers will water and
maintain the baskets and the
chamber will help with col-
lecting the money from busi-
nesses that purchase one or
more of the baskets.

The change was necessitat-
ed by the chamber’s struggles
to find enough volunteers to
handle the maintenance. The
city needed to decide if it
would take over maintenance
of the baskets in time for or-
ders to be placed with the
grower.

Legal newspaper
A motion to name The

Chronicle the city’s legal
newspaper failed when the
city council voted 2-3 on the
proposal. Councilors Robeck,
Milan Alexander and Cory
Neid voted against accepting
the newspaper’s bid, the only
one the city received.

After the motion failed,
they suggested seeking bids
from another area weekly
paper or the Minneapolis Star
Tribune. Mayor Randy Wilson
ended discussion on alterna-
tives.

Councilor John Schrupp
was critical of the motion,
noting the trio voted against
accepting The Chronicle’s bid
without an alternative. With-
out a legal newspaper, the
council will revisit the issue in
an upcoming workshop.

In other action at the Jan.
7 meeting, the Glencoe City
Council:

• Administered the oath of
office to councilors Paul
Lemke, Allen Robeck and
John Schrupp.

• Paid bills totaling
$209,441.06.

• Reappointed and appoint-
ed councilors and citizens to
various boards and commis-
sions.

• Named Councilor Milan
Alexander vice president of
the Glencoe City Council.
He’ll run meetings in Mayor
Randy Wilson’s absence.

• Approved unchanged rates
for city services and tabled in-
creased rates for services to be
discussed at an upcoming
workshop.

County Continued from page 1

$850 per month, plus utilities. 
Only one issue surfaced: the

timeline. For one, government
entities don’t tend to indulge
in the rental industry. As
Krueger put it, “‘We’re not in
the rental business’, to quote
Mr. Junge.” Krueger was ref-
erencing County Attorney
Michael Junge, absent from

the meeting, who insisted that
a county shouldn’t be interest-
ed in profiting off constituents
via real estate. 

Krueger was also concerned
about the prospect that the
board may have to face a dif-
ficult decision in the future
when the county needs the
land for the government cen-

ter project. 
“I just don’t want to disrupt

anybody,” Krueger said, cog-
nizant of the difficulties asso-
ciated with the peculiar situa-
tion. The County Board decid-
ed to approve rent pricing, but
didn’t set a timeline for when
the renters need to vacate.

fake from a distance, Padilla
said.

Police were called to the
junior-senior high school at
7:48 a.m. Wednesday when
students reported to adminis-
tration a student, a 12-year-
old boy, in the cafeteria had a
firearm in a backpack. Police
found the student with admin-
istrators in the cafeteria. Po-
lice were called because the
student was not cooperating
with school administrators.

Nobody was injured in the
incident and the student’s
guardian took the student, po-
lice said.

Information from the inci-
dent will be forwarded to the
county attorney’s office for
possible charges, Padilla said.
Monday, Jan. 7, County Attor-
ney Michael Junge said he has
not decided if criminal

charges will be filed against
the student. Junge expects a
decision will be made in the
next week or two.

Superintendent Chris Sonju
would not say if the student
was in school or not.

The school district notified
parents by automated email
and telephone messaging. Po-
lice posted information on the
incident on Facebook.

Sonju said school staff han-
dled the situation well, col-
lecting information and mak-
ing a decision on how to han-
dle the issue.

“In these cases, there will
always be things you could
have done, but you make de-
cisions based on that situation,
always always, having the
safety of our students being
the top priority,” he said.

Student Continued from page 1

Open House 80th 
Birthday Celebration

You are cordially invited to 
celebrate with our family and friend’s,

Norman & Arlyce’s 80th Birthdays
January 13, 2019 • 1-5 p.m.

Glencoe City Center
1107 11th Street East, 

Glencoe, MN

Norman & Arlyce Grack 
Are Turning 80!

*1-2ACt



Submitted photo
The annual Wright County Conference Honor Band and Choir Festival was held at
Annandale High School Performing Arts Center Jan. 5. Over 180 musicians from
13 conference schools came together to share their musical talents. GSL High
School choir members participating included (front row, from left) Beth Cross,
Morgan Dahlke, Maren Warner, Elise Petersen, Megan Fehrenbach, (back row,
from left) Dan Cross and Calen Schmeig, Jacob Reichow, Devin Everding, and
Nathan Warner.

The eighth annual Wright
County Conference Honor
Band and Choir Festival was
held at Annandale High
School Performing Arts Cen-
ter Saturday, Jan. 5.

Over 180 musicians from
13 conference schools came
together to share their musi-
cal talents. Glencoe-Silver
Lake High School Band
members participating in-
cluded Kimberley Kuenzel,
trumpet; Emily Thalmann,
alto saxophone; Leah Bettch-
er, bassoon; Briana Wraspir,

alto saxophone; Carlee Ober-
lin, bass clarinet; Joshua
Kuehn, percussion; Lilly
Nikkel, flute; Kaitlyn Uecker,
French horn; and Mia La-
Plante, oboe. GSL High
School Choir members par-
ticipating included sopranos
Beth Cross and Morgan
Dahlke; altos Maren Warner,
Elise Petersen and Megan
Fehrenbach; tenors Dan
Cross and Calen Schmeig;
basses Jacob Reichow, Devin
Everding and Nathan Warner. 

James Patrick Miller of

Gustavus Adolphus College
conducted the WCC honor
band while Lee Nelson of
Wartburg College conducted
the WCC honor choir.

Wright County Conference
Schools that were represented
at the event were: Mound-
Westonka, Glencoe-Silver
Lake, Delano, Waconia,
Hutchinson, Annandale,
Orono, New London-Spicer,
Dassel-Cokato, Holy Family,
New Prague, Rockford, and
Watertown-Mayer.

GSL musicians shine at
WCC honor meet Saturday

Submitted photo
GSL High School Band members participating included Kimberley Kuenzel, Emily
Thalmann, Leah Bettcher, Briana Wraspir, Carlee Oberlin, Joshua Kuehn, Lilly
Nikkel, Kaitlyn Uecker, and Mia LaPlante.

students generated over $10,000 in pledges for
the school, money intended for technology at
First Evangelical Lutheran.

With a keen eye on the forecast, Scheele
knew the stretch of mild weather Glencoe and
the region are enjoying made Friday night/Sat-
urday morning the right time to fulfill his obli-
gation. With a sleeping bag rated for around 0
degrees, a warm jacket and plenty of insulation
between himself and the ground, the principal
hunkered down for the night after 10 p.m.

Sleeping outside is the third layer of reward
the school’s students earned. Through careful
negotiation, the administrator and staff prom-
ised the students a pizza and pool party if they
raised $5,000 during the marathon. If they
topped $7,000 in pledges, Scheele and mem-
bers of the staff would also allow their hair to
be indelicately spray-painted. Both rewards
were granted earlier this fall.

That left the one-man slumber party as the
final reward to pay off. Scheele knows there’s
most oftentimes a warm spell during January.
Having seen the forecast, Scheele knew last
week the time was right. Thursday morning,
Jan. 3, he told the students his plan after morn-
ing chapel.

“I did not get too cold,” he said Monday
morning. “I think I counted five trains going
through (town) from midnight to 1 a.m. so that
made for a little restless night.”

Been there, done that
Sleeping outdoors is nothing Scheele can’t

handle. When the First Evangelical Lutheran
students topped their ultimate goal in 2017,
Scheele made good on a promise to go skydiv-
ing. In 2016, he slept on the roof of the school.
Scheele’s willing to make the fund-raiser a fun
event.

“I like to motivate the students, the parents
and the sponsors,” he said. “I really wanted to
do it for the students so we can make some
changes.”

Money from the Marathon has allowed the
school to purchase Chromebooks and iPads.
The school may also use money from the
marathon for staff development. Previous
marathons have helped fund an improved wire-
less Internet system at the school, Scheele said.

The principal’s commitment to the school is
not lost on its students. Two of First Lutheran’s
seven eighth-graders, Jackie Lemke and Lily
Becker, agree their principal obviously cares
about the school and its students. 

“No other principal would do that,” Lemke
said.

“It’s a little crazy to do that in January,”
Becker said.

The two girls noted Scheele declined a call –
an offer to leave First Evangelical Lutheran for
a principal position at a different Lutheran
school -- last year. They appreciate his commit-
ment to their school.

In a recent science class, Scheele’s students
studied arthropods. The principal used the les-
son as an opportunity to combine science and
fine fare.

“We get to do a lot of cool things because of
Mr. Scheele,” Lemke said.

“He’s committed to this school,” Becker
said. “He won’t give up on it.”

The pair also appreciate their principal kept
his word. They’re just happy he was able to
take advantage of unseasonably warm weather.

“I feel like I’m a man of my word. If I said
I’m going to do it, I’m going to do it,” he said
last week. Monday, Scheele’s perspective was
only a little different. “I'm glad I did it, but I'm
also glad it’s completed.”

Overnight Continued from page 1

Fair market rent workshop
series continues this month

A series of workshops to
help farmers determine fair
land rent continues this
month and into February.

Farmland rental rates are
slow to go up in good times
and slow to go down in poor
times, according to the U of
M Extension Service. Based
on corn and soybean prices
the farm economy is in a poor
time. Negotiating a fair rental
agreement that satisfies the
land owner and the farmer is
a challenge with the current
farm economy.

Extension is hosting a set
of workshops to help farmer
and landlord determine a fair
farmland rental agreement for
2019. David Bau, Extension
educator in Ag. Business
Management, will provide
several ways to determine a
fair farm land rental rate for
both parties by using exam-
ples, factsheets and work-
sheets. Topics covered at the
meetings will include local
historic and projected farm-
land rental rate trends, current
farmland values and sales,
and worksheets that will help
determine a fair rental agree-
ment.

Input costs for 2019 will be
presented along with current
2019 corn and soybean
prices. Attendees will receive
several informative work-
sheets and factsheets that will
help to determine what is a
fair 2019 farm land rental
rate.

Landlords, farmers, and
agri-business professionals
can attend one of the free in-
formational meetings. They
will be held:

• Southern Research Out-

reach Center in Waseca,
Wednesday, Jan. 23.

• Mid-Central Research
Outreach Center, Wilmar;
Wednesday, Feb. 6.

• Dakota County Extension
Conservation Center, Farm-
ington, Wednesday, Feb. 20.

• Southwest Research Out-
reach Center, Lamberton;
Wednesday, Feb. 27.

There will be two work-
shops each day at each loca-
tion. The first session will
start at 9:30 a.m. followed by
an afternoon session starting
at 1:30 p.m. In case of bad
weather, the next day is the
snow date for each location.
Call the Farm Information
Line 1-800-232-9077 or 507-
372-3900 the day of work-
shop to see if the weather has
caused a change in date from
Wednesday to Thursday for
any of the locations.

Check the Agricultural
Business Management calen-
dar on the Web -- https://ex-
tension.umn.edu/business/ag-
business-management-event -
- offerings for specific times
and locations.

U of M Beef Tea, hosting
Cow/Calf Days event

The University of Min-
nesota Beef Team is hosting
the annual Cow/Calf Days
Seminar Tour and Trade
Show this month and during
February around the state.

This event will provide in-
formation, technology, and
research outlet for cow/calf
producers in the state. The
2019 event will feature infor-
mation on cow herd efficien-
cy, genetic selection for com-
mercial cow-calf operators,
and optimizing ranch produc-

tion per acre.
The program also will fea-

ture a Q & A session with
Elanco Animal Health veteri-
narians Brett Terhar, DVM,
and Bruce Hoffman, DVM.
Updates from the

Minnesota State Cattle-
men’s Association will also
highlight the event. The cor-
responding tradeshow will
feature vendors with new in-
formation, technology, and
products with a wide-array of
practical uses for the opera-
tors in the cow-calf sector.

The program is directed at
cow/calf producers, allied in-
dustry representatives, and is
open to the public. A meal
will be served with the pro-
gram and a registration fee of
$10 will include the meal,
proceedings book, and pro-
gram materials.

More information can be
found at the Cow/Calf Days
Seminar Tour and Trade
Show Web site -- www.exten-
sion.umn.edu/beef -- or con-
tact Eric Mousel by email at
emmousel@umn.edu or call
218-513-0781.

Tour dates include Feb 4:
Mora, 5:30 p.m., Kanabec
Co. Jail, 18 Vine St. N. Feb.
5: Starbuck, 9:30 a.m., Jim
Wulf Bull Development Cen-
ter, 30819 250th St. Feb. 6:
Pipestone, 9:30 a.m., Min-
nesota West Comm. College,
1314 Hiawatha Ave. N. Feb.
7: Oronoco, 5:30 p.m., Tony
Rossman Farm, 7000 70th St.
NW.

Feb. 8: LeCenter, 9:30
a.m., 4-H Center, 320 Plut
Ave. S.

Veterans’ health care enrollment
fair set of Jan. 29 in Litchfield

The St. Cloud VA Health
Care System and Meeker
County Veterans’ Service are
hosting a health care fair for
veterans who want more in-
formation on the health care
services available to them.

The fair is set for Jan. 29, 3
to 6 p.m., at the Litchfield
Public Library at 216 Mar-
shall Ave. N. in Litchfield. It
is a walk-in event and veter-
ans will be served as soon as
possible upon arrival.

For most veterans, entry
into the VA health care sys-
tem begins with a simple ap-
plication and documentation
of service and income. Veter-
ans should bring their DD

214 and 2018 annual house-
hold income. Veterans who
want to learn more before ap-
plying may attend an optional
short presentation from VA
health care eligibility special-
ists scheduled at 4 p.m.

Veterans who applied for
benefits earlier in life and
were deemed not eligible
may now be eligible due to
changes in the benefits pro-
gram or changing personal
situation, and are encouraged
to reapply.

VA health care features no
enrollment fees, monthly pre-
miums, co-insurance fees or
deductibles, and low or no
medication co-pays with a

$700 yearly cap on prescrip-
tion medications. VA health
care benefits are also flexible
in they can be co-managed
with health insurance plans
and Veterans can seek treat-
ment at over 1,000 sites of
care across the nation, includ-
ing the St. Cloud VA.

The St. Cloud VA Health
Care System is seeking local
veteran entries for the 2019
Veterans Creative Arts Com-
petition.

The contest is an annual
competitive event providing
veterans receiving treatment
at VA facilities the opportuni-
ty to participate in creative
self-expression in art, cre-
ative writing, dance, drama

and music as part of their
therapy, and to gain recogni-
tion for these artistic accom-
plishments. 

Entries will be accepted
through Friday, Feb. 8. For
information on categories and
rules or to learn how to enter
the competition, visit
https://www.stcloud.va.gov/
or contact Madge Scherer at
(320) 252-1670, ext. 7336. 

Artwork submitted for the
competition will be judged
and displayed at the Veterans
Art Show Wednesday, Feb.
13, 12:30 to 6:30 p.m., and
Thursday, Feb. 14, 9 a.m. to 3
p.m., in the auditorium
(Building 8) on the St. Cloud
VA Medical Center campus.
The show is open to the pub-
lic.

St. Cloud VA seeks entries
for the 2019 arts competition

Ruth Dose was honored for
her service to the VFW Aux-
iliary with a life membership
award at the group’s holiday
meeting in December.

The VFW Auxiliary cele-
brated the Christmas holiday
Dec. 10 with 31 members and

23 guests. The social hour
was held from 6 p.m. until
6:30 p.m. with dinner follow-
ing.

Liz, the new bar manager,
was introduced. Table decora-
tions were given away as
door prizes. There were nu-

merous other donated door
prizes given away.

There were donations for
the Hastings Veteran’s Home
and the food shelf.

The next VFW meeting is
Jan. 14.

Ruth Dose honored at
VFW Auxiliary holiday meeting
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Brian Mikolichek: Owner • Bonded-Insured
                Residential              Remodel
                Service                    Light Commercial

Complete Plumbing and Heating Systems
Air Conditioning Installation

Winsted, MN 320-395-2002

Mikolichek
Plumbing & Heating

F1-4LA



Staff
Karin Ramige, Publisher;
John Mueller, Editor; Jakob
Kounkel, Staff Writer; June
Bussler, Business Manager;
Sue Keenan, Sales Repre-
sentative; Brenda Fogarty,
Sales Representative; Tom
Carothers, Sports Editor;
Travis Handt, Creative De-
partment; Cody Behrendt,
Creative Department; and Tr-
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Letters
The McLeod County Chronicle
welcomes letters from readers
expressing their opinions. All let-
ters, however, must be signed.
Private thanks, solicitations and
potentially libelous letters will not
be published. We reserve the
right to edit any letter.
A guest column is also available
to any writer who would like to
present an opinion in a more ex-
panded format. If interested, con-
tact the editor. info@glencoe-
news.com.

Ethics
The editorial staff of the McLeod
County Chronicle strives to pres-
ent the news in a fair and accu-
rate manner. We appreciate er-
rors being brought to our atten-
tion. Please bring any grievances
against the Chronicle to the at-
tention of the editor, John
Mueller, at 320-864-5518, or
info@glencoenews.com.

Press Freedom
Freedom of the press is guaran-
teed under the First Amendment to
the U.S. Constitution:
“Congress shall make no law re-
specting an establishment of reli-
gion, or prohibiting the free exer-
cise thereof; or abridging the free-
dom of speech, or the press…”
Ben Franklin wrote in the Pennsyl-
vania Gazette in 1731: “If printers
were determined not to print any-
thing till they were sure it would
offend nobody there would be very
little printed.”

Deadline for The McLeod County
Chronicle news is 5 p.m., and ad-
vertising is noon, Monday. Dead-
line for Glencoe Advertiser adver-
tising is noon, Wednesday. Dead-
line for The Galaxy advertising is
noon Wednesday.
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Question of the week
A DFL governor, DFL House and Republican Senate

govern  Minnesota. In two years will you be:

1) Better off?

2) Worse off?

3) About the same?

4) TBD: Congress has more impact on quality of life.

Results for most recent question:

The Minnesota Department of Transportation is studying
highways 212 and 22  through Glencoe to find better

ways to move traffic. The solutions are?

1) Realign Hwy. 22. Keep truck traffic west of Chandler

Ave. – 32%

2) Redesign intersection of hwys. 212 & 22 – 25%

3) Overpass / underpass at Hwy. 212 & Morningside Dr.  –

43%

44 votes.

Next poll runs Jan. 9-15.

You can

vote
online at www.glencoenews.com

All options . . .
Our view: User fees should

help fund transportation

We’ve been hear-
ing for years
Minnesota’s

transportation system is woe-
fully underfunded, something
DFLers and Republicans
seemingly agree upon. They
also agree on the important
role a quality transportation
system plays to both the qual-
ity of life and the overall
economy in Minnesota.

Where they seemingly can-
not – or choose not to – agree
is how to solve the dilemma.

To his credit, Gov. Tim
Walz espoused increasing the
state’s gasoline tax during the
fall campaign. He didn’t hide
his belief the gas tax needs to
be increased.

Gov. Walz offered a poten-
tial solution on how to solve
the funding gap transporta-
tion faces. It may not be the
ultimate fix to the state’s
transportation funding prob-
lem, but an increase in the
state’s gas tax should be –
must be – on the table for dis-
cussion.

Nobody likes tax hikes.
Everybody wants good roads.
How can anybody say all the
options were considered if
one option is eliminated from
the options simply because of
party ideology.

And yes, that includes an
increase with the state’s gas
tax. If linking the increase to
inflation is the key, so be it.
Inflation is running at about 3
percent. Linking an increase
at a time when prices are low
would take some of the bite
from the increase if it is one
of the selected options to
making sure the state’s road
system is properly funded for
both maintenance and expan-
sion. If it is part of a re-
formed tax structure, that’s
also OK.

Sen. Scott Newman, R-
Hutchinson, recently argued
against a gas tax increase on
this very page. Sen. Newman
contends the advancing elec-
tric engine technology will
eventually render a gas tax an

unreliable revenue source. If
so, that’s OK. It may benefit
the environment.

Sen. Newman suggested a
potential tax on parts to fix
vehicles as a revenue source
for transportation. He called
it a user tax. Is a tax on the
gasoline fueling vehicles
which transports people,
goods and the allows for the
fulfillment of services also
not a user tax?

Sen. Newman credibly ar-
gues the need for expansion
of Highway 212 as a needed
project for transportation of
people and commerce. Elimi-
nation of two six mile single-
lane segments will benefit
McLeod County. MnDOT is
currently studying the state of
highways 212 and 22 through
Glencoe. Whatever the solu-
tions to these issues, there
isn’t currently enough money
for the solutions in MnDOT’s
budget.

The senator supports using
money in the general fund for
transportation. His suggestion
is a potential solution deserv-
ing of study and debate. Like
a gas tax hike, it, too, should
be on the table.

Those who oppose high
taxes and tax hikes don’t link
taxes with quality of life. A
high quality of life, which in-
cludes good roads, is not free.

State lawmakers like Sen.
Newman and our Rep. Glenn
Gruenhagen, R-Glencoe, will
have a say in how Minneso-
ta’s budget in general and
specifically transportation
funding dilemma is solved. In
a democracy, do we really
benefit from elected officials
refusing to consider possible
options because of party-
based ideology?

Sadly, we see it all too
often. That type of political
gridlock is amply available in
Washington, D.C. And these
days, it isn’t much help.

- jm

Letters to the editor

To the editor,
Happy New Year, GSL. 
As we take time to reflect on 2018, I

can’t help but be very excited and opti-
mistic about 2019.

At GSL, we have a lot of great things
going on and will continue to work hard
to improve on the programs that are al-
ready in place. With the new year upon
us, it is important to take time to reflect
and to appreciate the school and the cul-
ture we have and what we are building. 

We are striving at GSL to embrace all
learners, create well-rounded citizens
and to be respectful in all that we do.
This is an awesome challenge, but one
that we all take responsibility in. Our

students are the most important asset in
our school, and all decisions need to be
made with them in mind.

With that said, we must also stay with-
in a budget that constantly challenges us
to create that balance of programs and
services for our students while staying
fiscally responsible. Looking ahead to
the end of 2019, we will once again have
a very important vote with our operating
levy.  

The current levy will expire at the end
of the fiscal year 2020.  The revenue that
is created within this levy allows us to
continue to find that balance of programs
and services with our budget.  Our stu-
dent needs continue to expand, career

paths continue to widen, and revenues
need to be stretched.  This challenge or
balance is what we do on a daily basis,
and it doesn’t happen without the sup-
port of our district members.

Thank you all for your continued sup-
port of GSL and our students.  Here’s to
a great 2019.

As always, please give me a call or
email if you ever need to talk or have a
question that needs answering.  You can
email me at  csonju@gsl.k12.mn.us or
call reach me at 320-864-2498.

Christopher Sonju,
GSL School District

superintendent

GSL Schools will face fiscal challenges in the year to come

To the editor,
As we brought in the New Year last

week, McLeod County residents had the
ability to drive where they needed to get
to our party destinations. Nature was
having a different way of bringing in the
New Year with a snow and ice event that
caused some concern for travelers. How-
ever, the roads were usable and for the
most part safe. But how did those roads
get cleared?  We just assume that if we
want to drive somewhere, we just get in
and drive, right?

There are many people involved in
keeping road systems free and clear, as
we look at state, county, city and town-
ship efforts to maintain a level of safety.
This work is not easy and requires
skilled operators and the proper equip-
ment to do the job right. I would like to
highlight McLeod County’s line of de-
fense against nature’s storm systems --
the McLeod County Public Works team.

Although this was only a week ago,
we should remember that the days lead-
ing up to 2019 were snowy and full of
freezing rain – a perfect mix for acci-
dents to happen. McLeod County Public
Works employees put in long hours to
prepare our roads for such an event.
McLeod County has nearly 400 miles of
roads to maintain; 300 of these miles are
blacktop/concrete and 100 miles are
gravel. Snow and ice crews are deployed
from four shops: east of Silver Lake
(SLATS), Hutchinson (HATS), Brown-
ton, and Glencoe, making up 14 different
routes. Each driver navigates miles of
roads, shoulders and intersections some-
times multiple times throughout night
and day to keep roads clear and safe. Al-
though some of us “tough Minnesotans”
use 4x4 vehicles, roads need to be
cleared for smaller cars, school buses
and emergency services like law enforce-
ment, ambulance and fire trucks that
may need them at any time.  If the word
ever goes out that we “pulled the plows,”
then you know it is bad.

Driving our bright red highway trucks

in a snow/ice event is not an easy task.
Not only are the drivers piloting a truck
that is loaded to 60,000 pounds in rough
conditions, they need to be constantly
operating numerous controls as they nav-
igate. Steady adjustments to blade height
and pressure, side wing operations, un-
derbody blade, salt/sand spreader and
box height are all adjusted throughout
the process. All of this while watching
for mailboxes, signs and other drivers on
the road (that have become a risk as well
as they are on the phone and checking
text messages while driving in a snow-
storm). 

New Year’s Eve was a 13-hour day for
the crew as they tried to scrape ice and
blowing snow off the roads so nighttime
travelers could reach their destinations
safely. A 5 a.m. start was mandated for
drivers on New Year’s Day to hit the
routes again and try to stay ahead of road
conditions. During other snow events,
our drivers are often put on “standby”
and asked to stay home and be ready for
the phone call to start at any time.  Dur-
ing the week, school superintendents
share early-morning phone calls with our
highway department, MnDOT and city
public works to decide on late starts and

cancelations for students’ safety.  
Our drivers are trained and prepared to

keep our county road system safe. They
work long hours when needed and are
proud of the work they do.  So, who are
these people that do all of this?  Here is a
list of the crew that drives the trucks and
maintain them so all of use can go where
we need to go during bad weather. Also
included are the years of service for
McLeod County Public Works Depart-
ment. If you see these people or know
who they are, please say “thank you” for
their work.

Brian Schrupp, 40 years; Doug Karg,
33 years; Dave Polzin, 30 years; Bryan
Michaelis, 29 years; Pat Schommer, 28
years; Craig Glieden, 18 years; Ron
Metag, 17 years; Phil Messner, 13 years;
Tom Kube and Jason Zajicek, five years
each; Joel Ide, four years; Ben Schmidt,
three years. Those with over one year of
service in public works include Matt
Tews, Eric Gutknecht, and Geoffrey
Hansen. 

Thank you, 
Paul Wright

McLeod County
commissioner

McLeod County Public Works crews keep roads open for you
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Professional Directory
JERRY 

SCHARPE, LTD
712 E. 13th St., Glencoe

Income Tax Preparation
Business, Farm, Personal, Estate & 

Gift Returns
Monthly Accounting, Payroll

& Financial Statements

Jerry Scharpe, CPA
Jeffrey Scharpe, RAP

Tel: 320-864-5380
Fax: 320-864-6434

Serving clients since 1971

• 5” Seamless Gutters
• 6” Seamless Gutters
• K-Guard Leaf-Free

Gutter System
(lifetime clog free guarantee)

PHIL GOETTL
612-655-1379 
888-864-5979

www.mngutter.com

M
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The Professional Directory is pro-
vided each week for quick reference
to professionals in the Glencoe area
— their locations, phone numbers
and office hours. Call the McLeod

County Chronicle office 
for details on how you can be in-

cluded in this directory, 
320-864-5518.

Dale’s
Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

2110 9th St. E.
Glencoe, MN 55336

HEATING – COOLING
PLUMBING – REMODELING
RESIDENTIAL – COMMERCIAL

320-864-6353
CALL DALE FOR A 
FREE ESTIMATE

Licensed – Bonded – Insured
Lic #PC670283

Chiropractor
Dr. Scott Gauer

Dr. Randy Johnson
Effective, caring doctors

Friendly, helpful staff
Convenient scheduling

320-864-3196
800-653-4140

1706 10th St. E, Glencoe

www.gauerchiropractic.com

COKATO
EYE CENTER
115 Olsen Blvd., Cokato

320-286-5695 

OPTOMETRISTS
*Paul G. Eklof, O.D.

*Katie N. Tancabel, O.D.
Kid’s Glasses $98.00
Teen Glasses $118

F39tfnCt

Glencoe and Cologne

PERSONALIZED & CUSTOMIZED

952.467.2081
JOHN & LORI TROCKE

In Memory of 
Frank & Kathyrn

Kosek
Our hearts still ache

with sadness and secret
tears still flow. What 
it means to love you - 
No one can ever know.
A place with our hearts

is where you’ll both 
always stay.

~ The Kosek Family
*2Ct

Thank You
The family of Helma En-
gelmann would like to
thank everyone for their
thoughts, prayers and kind-
ness shown to Helma dur-
ing her life and to us at this
time of her death.  Our
wish is that you take the
love, joy and happiness
you received from Helma
and spread it to those who
touch your life.

God Bless You all.
Lois & Myron Martin

Loren & Charleen Engelmann
Leslie & Susan Engelmann

*2Ct

100 Years Ago
Jan. 9, 1919
O.C. Conrad, Editor

Mrs. Joseph Hoffman of this
village received a letter recently
from her son, Sgt. Alfred Hoff-
man, who has been building rail-
roads in France for the past sev-
eral months. Mr. Hoffman, Otto
Seeland, George Rolfs and Geo
Radtke have been together ever
since leaving here and their chief
occupation, up to the time of
signing the armistice, was that of
building roads. “Wolf” is a keen
observer and is truly profiting
from his experience as the fol-
lowing letter would indicate:
Louppy, France, Nov. 25, ‘18.
“Well, we are now allowed to
write anything we wish, so here
goes. We landed at Brest after a
thirteen days voyage, a part of
which was stormy. At Brest we
camped in our pup tents in a
field near the city, and left in a
few days for the south of France.
We did not go there however, as
the plans were changed. After
riding for three days, we got off
and pitched tents near the town
of Clairmont. We stayed there
for five days and again entrained
for some place, altho we did not
know where. We pitched tents in
a woods the next time, near the
town of Fleury, where we re-
mained for five days. From there
we marched to a woods near a
town, the name of which I never
heard. We were there for about
two weeks when we moved to a
ruined town called Auberville.
There, and at the place before
that, we were shelled and
bombed at night, but no damage
was done to us. 

Theo. Roosevelt died at his
New York home in Oyster Bay,
New York, on Monday of this
week. The Colonel suffered a se-
vere attack of rheumatism and
sciatica on New Year’s day, but it
was not believed that his illness
would likely prove fatal. Death
was due to pulmonary embolism,

or lodgement in the lung of a clot
from a broken vein. He was 60
years of age. “In the death of
Roosevelt, American loses not
only its foremost citizen, but the
world loses a great moral force.
He, more than any other man in
this generation, possessed the
rare combination of keen percep-
tion, accuracy of judgment and
courage to act. He was the typi-
cal American and the example of
his life will be an inspiration for
the coming generation.”

75 Years Ago
Jan. 13, 1944
Milton D. Hakel, Editor

Brownton entertains Stewart
here Friday night and will at-
tempt to run its winning streak to
four in a row. Tuesday night,
Brownton defeated Glencoe 40-
21, making an impressive show-
ing after a very shaky start. Led
by some very good shooting by
O’Donnell and Perschau, Glen-
coe led 10-6 at the quarter. How-
ever, in the next period the pic-
ture changed completely when
Brownton’s shooting improved
and the defense tightened.
Brownton scored 9 points to
Glencoe’s lone basket to lead 15-
12 at the half. In the third period
Glencoe was held to three free
throws while Brownton racked
up 15 points. With the outcome a
foregone conclusion both coach-
es then used substitutes freely
and the final count at the end of
the game was 40-21. Fine pass-
ing and footwork enabled
Brownton to set up some fine
scoring chances and many were
neatly capitalized. 

50 Years Ago
Jan. 7, 1969
Charles H. Warner, Editor

Once again the financial re-
port of The First State Bank of
Brownton reflects the steady
growth of our community. E.J.
Mann, bank president, discloses
that the bank’s assets rose just

over 11 per cent during the past
year. Assets a year ago were
$3,263,484.17 while in the report
sent to customers January 1 the
assets as of December 31, 1968,
were $3,612,521.15. It was also
disclosed that LeRoy (Jack) Stre-
seman has been elected cashier
of the bank. 

Grady Rostberg’s Brownton
basketball team, leaders in the
Hutchinson Independent league,
will take on the Gaylord team,
leader of the New Ulm cage
league, Sunday evening, January
12, at Gaylord.

20 Years Ago
Dec. 30, 1998
Lori Copler, Editor

The McLeod County Board of
Commissioners agreed to move
forward with the courthouse ren-
ovations at its Dec. 29 board
meeting in the courthouse.
Michael Cox of Wold Architects
of St. Paul said Wold will begin
the design development phase
now that the schematic design
has been approved. The schemat-
ic design phase is essentially a
design concept that fits with the
intended purposes with some of
the details yet to be worked out,
Cox said. In other words, a de-
sign of the courthouse renova-
tions that would fulfill the coun-
ty’s needs (goals). The county’s
short-term goals to be met with
the estimated $2.5 million reno-
vation are: Fully utilize all
spaces with the existing facili-
ties, provide for an additional
judgeship and appropriate (14-
member jury) courtroom, ensure
all short-term planning supports
the county’s long-term plan.
Other objectives include having
a safe and user-friendly court-
house, according to the Wold
schematic design plan. The $2.5
million renovation includes al-
most $2.1 million in construction
costs, with at least $35,000 in
construction costs for the north
complex. 

History

From the Brownton Bulletin archives

30 Years Ago

Jan. 11, 1989
Bill Ramige, Editor

Myk Dylun Robinson, son of
Craig and Diane Robinson of
Hutchinson, was Glencoe’s 1st
baby of 1989. He was born on
Friday afternoon at the Glencoe
Area Health Center. Myk (pro-
nounced Mike) weighed 6
pounds, 1 ounce and was 18
inches long.

Nearly 100 members of the
national Polka Lovers Klub of
America attended the club’s con-
vention in Glencoe Sunday, after
a 90-minute meeting, the mem-
bers danced all day to the music
of two bands. The club has near-
ly 3,300 members in 32 states
and Canada.

McLeod County was spared
the brunt of the big blizzard that
ripped through Minnesota and
the Dakotas with high winds,
dangerously cold wind chills and
up to two feet of snow last week-
end. Snow blown by high winds
reduced visibility to zero in open
areas in McLeod County and
kept county snowplows parked

until afternoon Sunday, except
where requested by police and
fire officials and to free stranded
cars. At midday Saturday the
temperature in the Glencoe area
hovered around the freezing
mark. By late afternoon it had
dropped by 29 degrees and by
midnight it was in the single dig-
its. Wind chill factors made it
feel like 25 to 40 below zero.

20 Years Ago

Jan. 6, 1999
Rich Glennie, Editor

Is there a problem in the Glen-
coe-Silver Lake School District
that warrants having a police of-
ficer in the school buildings?
The Glencoe-Silver Lake School
Board thinks so and has agreed
to contract with the city of Glen-
coe to have an officer posted at
the high school for the remainder
of this school year. The plan for
the 1999-2000 school year is to
hire a full-time school liaison of-
ficer to work in all the school
buildings in Glencoe.

The Plato City Council hired
engineering consultants William

R. Engelhardt Associates Inc. of
Chaska on Dec. 28 to design the
city’s wastewater collection and
conveyance system. The city has
been under a mandate by the
Minnesota Pollution Control
Agency (MPCA) to provide a
collection and treatment system
capable of meeting state stan-
dards. 

10 Years Ago

Jan. 14, 2009
Rich Glennie, Editor

As the four-district consolida-
tion process inches closer to re-
ality, there still remains a lot of
unknowns as McLeod West
looks to split up and join its
neighboring school districts. But
the unknowns are not stopping
the Glencoe-Silver Lake (GSL)
administrative staff from taking
the initiative. On Monday, Jan
26, GSL will host elementary
open houses at Helen Baker in
Glencoe and Lakeside in Silver
Lake for McLeod West students.
Then the first of two open hous-
es for high school students and
parents will be held.

From the Chronicle archives

75 Years Ago

Jan. 8, 1944
Delbert Merrill, Publisher

With the opening of the coun-
ty bond office in Hutchinson the
first of the week, the intensive
plans for the Fourth War Loan
Drive to raise $813,000 in
McLeod county, got under way.
The office is located in the Ar-
mory. Spencer Stearns is the
county chairman, with J. J. Leas-
man and Hubert Smith, Glencoe,
vice chairmen. Frank Heaney of
Glencoe is the office manager.
Chairmen for the townships and
the towns have been named,
most of them holding over from
the Third War Loan Drive, and
quotas have been assigned. The
drive will get under way on Jan-
uary 18th, when solicitors will
make an intensive house to
house and farm to farm canvass
for pledges. All pledges will be
checked against the final pur-
chases in the county office to
make sure they are redeemed. 

Starting the New Year off with
their first fire the Silver Lake
Fire Dept. was summoned to the
Rich Valley farm home of Mr.
and Mrs. Raymond Wosmek. A
fiercely burning chimney fire
was the cause of the alarm and
the dept. extinguished the blaze
in short order as neighbors of
Ray had assisted him in quelling
the fire somewhat before the
dept. arrived. The roof of
Danek’s store caught fire at five
o’clock Wednesday evening and
the firemen were again sum-
moned to extinguish the blaze
which had caught in some laves
that had accumulated on the
roof. Only minor damage result-
ed, the fire being confined to a
small section on the roof.

60 Years Ago

Jan. 8, 1959
Wilbert Merrill, Publisher

Funeral services for John S.
Shimanski, well known resident
of Hale township were held Fri-
day, January 2, 1959 at St. Adal-
bert’s Catholic Church. Mr. Shi-
manski died at the farm home
suddenly, at the age of 80 years 6
months and 15 days, death re-

sulting from a heart attack. John
Shimanski was born on June 14,
1878 in Reading, Pennsylvania,
the son of Simon and Jadwiga
(Wujek) Szymanski; at the age
of 3, with his parents, he came to
Minnesota where he spent his
entire life. 

25 Years Ago

Jan. 6, 1994
Ken and Dorothy Merrill,
Publishers

Silver Lake Planning Com-
mission meeting will be held on
Thursday, January 6, at 6:30
p.m. at the Silver Lake auditori-
um. The purpose of the meeting
is to discuss ways to utilize Sil-
ver Lake (the actual lake) as a
focal point for development.
Jerry Grinde from the Mid-Min-
nesota Development Commis-
sion, Skip Wright DNR hydrolo-
gist, Paul Melchoir McLeod
County Environmental Officer
and Ron Kaczmarek of the Sil-
ver Lake Sportsmen’s Club will
give presentations and discus-
sion. The meeting is open to the
public and everyone is encour-
aged to attend. 

Betty Compton, 61, formerly
of Eden Prairie, MN., passed
away on Monday, December 27.
Maresh funeral Home of Silver
Lake was in charge of the
arrangements. 

10 Years Ago

Jan. 8, 2009
Ken and Dorothy Merrill,
Publishers

Friday evening, Silver Lake
City Council Members began the
2009 year with formal swearing
in of newly elected council
members and mayor. The agenda
included appointments for vari-
ous committees and obligations.
City Clerk Kerry Venier swore in
Mayor Bruce Bebo (a 2 year
term) and Council Member
Nolan Johnson (4 year term)
who had been re-elected to their
respective offices in November.
Carol Roquette, who was elected
by write-in, was not able to at-
tend the meeting. Dale Miska,
who had been elected by write-
in, informed the council he did

not wish to serve the 2 year term.
Council members took formal
action to declare the seat vacant
and would make an appointment
at the regular Monday meeting.
Mayor Bruce Bebo presented his
list for appointments for the new
year and council members ap-
proved the resolution of appoint-
ment. In December, Tim Grenke,
by letter, informed the council
that with his commitments to the
ambulance, fire department and
other activities he would not
continue as Emergency Re-
sponse Coordinator. Council
members approved the appoint-
ment of Chris Wawrzyniak. 

Trevor Butcher, Jennell John-
son, and Larry Lhotka were in
attendance for the first regular
meeting of the Silver Lake City
Council indicating they were in-
terested in serving the 2 year
City Council term. Before taking
any official action, Carol
Roquette, who was not able to
attend the Friday night council
meeting, was sworn in for her 4
year term as council member.
Council members asked each
candidate to answer why they
wanted to be a councilor. Trevor
Butcher said he was interested in
what is going on and is from a
small town out west and has
lived in Silver Lake for 5 years.
He would bring a new voice and
different opinions and was inter-
ested in serving. Jennell Johnson
said she has lived in Silver Lake
for 7 years and wants to be in-
volved. She is a member of the
Silver Lake Women’s Club
GFWC. She would bring a dif-
ferent perspective and is not re-
lated to anyone in the communi-
ty. She works in the corporate
world. Larry Lhotka said he had
previously served on the council
from 1974 to 1978 and wanted to
help out again. He would bring a
different way of saving money
and cutting in this time of money
crisis. He wants to do something
to help. Following the question-
ing, Council Member Carol
Roquette said, based upon her
recent attendance at the council
meeting, she would nominate
Jennell Johnson to fill the 2 year
council position. The approval
was given unanimously by the
council. 

From the Silver Lake Leader archives

From the Stewart Tribune archives
100 Years Ago
Jan. 10, 1919
Lester Koeppen, Editor

What’s doing at our high
school?: 

The bulletin board every Mon-
day evening is a place of great
interest to students aspiring to
the basketball team. Here their
standings for the previous week
are posted and anyone finding a
grade mark below their name
knows that he cannot take part in
any games until the work is
made up. This system of “public
exposition” of the marks of the
students inspires them to do bet-
ter work.

Leslie Grunnet took it upon
himself to tell the English IV
teacher that the girls never had
enough confidence in themselves
to take part in any debates last
year. The teacher and the girls
immediately challenged the boys
to a debate on the question of
whether the present system of
American schools is adequate.
This debate will take place Fri-
day afternoon. The girls are in-
tent on winning as they without a
doubt should be because no mere
man should be allowed to say
anything so derogatory to their
honor.

75 Years Ago
Jan. 6, 1944
Harry Koeppen, Editor

Those who go to the northern
woods to bag deer need to make

preparation for the sport. Each
one needs a rifle, shells, an auto-
mobile with trustworthy tires and
gasoline, and also warm clothing
and footwear for tramping
through the snow while hunting.
Some return home smiling over
their success, but others have a
countenance denoting disap-
pointment. However, August
Ehrenberg who lives seven miles
south of Glencoe, has a much
easier way of “getting a deer.”
He stays on his farm and just
walks up to the animal bare
handed and brings it home.
Here’s the story: A day or so ago
the two dogs on the Ehrenberg
place suddenly growled and
started on a run for the pasture.
This attracted Mr. and Mrs.
Ehrenberg’s attention, and in
looking in the direction in which
the dogs approached it, the deer
bounded away for safety but
slipped on an icy section of the
pasture just as it was springing to
clear a wire fence. It struck the
fence and fell backward to the
ground. Immediately the dogs
were upon it and tore one of its
shoulders. Mr. Ehrenberg ran to
the pasture to drive off his dogs
which had the deer, trembling
and bewildered, standing be-
tween them. He walked straight
up to the deer, which offered no
resistance, and took hold of it.
He brought the wounded animal
to Glencoe and advised Sheriff
Tessmer of the circumstances. 

60 Years Ago
Jan. 1, 1959
Kermit T. Hubin, Editor

Only an informed people can
be a free people. The principle of
the Legal Notice is based in the
right of every citizen to be given
notice when his life, his proper-
ty, or his civil rights are involved
in legislative, judicial or other
official action; and that he has
the right to know in what manner
the funds he has contributed in
taxes have been expended by
those he elects to office.” -
Arthur D. Jenkins, Illinois. The
Newspapers of Minnesota are
ever mindful of our role and re-
sponsibility as “the middlemen
between the Government and
Governed. We salute the Framers
of the Constitution and the Mak-
ers of the Laws of our State for
safeguarding the right of our
people to know. We are grateful
to Public Servants at all levels of
Government for continuing com-
pliance with statutory provisions
for public accounting of their
stewardship. We bespeak the
gratitude of our Readers for this
Public Reporting, which has
helped to keep ours a notably
well-managed and scandal-free
government.

50 Years Ago
Jan. 9, 1969
Kermit T. Hubing, Editor

Edition not available. 
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Obituaries

Bradley Jerome Dressel
Wosmek, 45, of Mankato,
died Saturday, Dec. 29, 2018
at St. Mary’s Hospital in
Rochester surrounded by his
family.

Funeral service was at 11
a.m., Saturday,
Jan. 5, at Peace
Lutheran Church
(2090 Com-
merce Drive in
North Mankato).
Rev. Timothy
Hartwig officiat-
ed the service.

Visitation was from 4 to 8
p.m., Friday and one hour be-
fore the service Saturday at
Peace Lutheran Church.

Bradley Jerome Wosmek,
originally from Hutchinson,
passed away unexpectedly
Saturday, Dec. 29. He lived
in Mankato for the last 13
years with his wife, Jen, and
sons, Job and Thomas. Mr.
Wosmek was born in
Hutchinson April 8, 1973 to
the proud parents  Jerome and
Karla Wosmek. 

He grew up with his broth-
er, Philip, in the countryside
between Brownton and
Hutchinson. Mr. Wosmek
graduated from Brownton
High School in 1991 and
from the University of Min-
nesota Morris in 1995 with a
bachelor of arts degree in
computer science. From
there, he worked in LaCrosse,
Wisc. at First Logic Inc.

After that, Mr. Wosmek
moved to Lawrence, Kansas
to be closer to the love of his

life, Jen, who was working
toward a doctorate at the Uni-
versity of Kansas. While in
Kansas, Brad worked from
1997-2005 at Informix which
was then acquired by IBM.
Brad and Jen were married at
Peace Lutheran Church in
Hutchinson June 26, 1999.
During their time in Kansas,
they had two beautiful boys,
Job (16) and Thomas (14).
The family returned to Min-
nesota in 2005 to be closer to
extended family and so that
Jen could teach psychology at
Bethany Lutheran College.

During their first four years
in Mankato, Mr. Wosmek
worked as a stay-at-home dad
for the two boys, renovated
their 1912 home, and taught a
business course at Bethany.
When both boys entered
school, he went back to work
at Irdeto in Eagan from 2011-
2013 and at FPX in Mankato
from 2013-2018.

While in Mankato, Mr.
Wosmek became an active
member of the Peace Luther-
an Church congregation,
serving on a variety of com-
mittees, and at the time of
death was serving a second
term as the church president.
Mr. Wosmek also served on
several committees for the
Evangelical Lutheran Synod.
He enjoyed spending time
with and caring for his fami-
ly. Mr. Wosmek was involved
as a leader in the boys’ youth
robotics groups, helped
Thomas build and run a go-
cart, and ran chains for the

boys’ football games. He en-
joyed long road trips and tent
camping with his sweetheart.

Mr. Wosmek had a true ser-
vant’s heart toward others. He
was a helpful, positive, gener-
ous, and kind gentle giant. He
was a true Renaissance man,
with a large intellectual cu-
riosity and a strong set of
practical skills. He was able
to fix anything from engines
to computers. Mr. Wosmek
loved woodworking and fish-
ing, particularity on the annu-
al July fishing trip to Canada
and during winter bouts of
spearing fish “up north.” He
was an amazing singer with a
deep base voice. Mr. Wosmek
was a diamond that will be
sorely missed. We take com-
fort that he was an organ
donor, and that many people
are now benefiting from this
gift. Mr. Wosmek knew that
his final destination was in
Heaven with his Lord Jesus
Christ. We look forward to
seeing him again. 

Mr. Wosmek is survived by
his wife, Jennifer Ann Dres-
sel Wosmek; two sons, Job
and Thomas Wosmek, all of
Mankato; parents, Jerome
and Karla Wosmek of
Hutchinson; brother, Philip
(Lynette) Wosmek of Perry,
Okla.; paternal grandmother,
Eunice Wosmek of Silver
Lake; maternal grandmother,
Marlene Krueger of Hutchin-
son; numerous nieces,
nephews, and cousins.

Bradley Wosmek, 45, of Mankato

Bradley
Wosmek

Gary Cklair Hasse, 63, of
Green Isle, formerly of
Mound, passed away Tues-
day, Dec. 25, in rural Lester
Prairie.

P r i v a t e
family serv-
ices will be
held at a later
date.

Gary Ck-
lair Hasse
was born
June 7, 1955,
in Waconia.
He was the
son of Cklair and Verna
(Brandenburg) Hasse. Gary
was baptized as an infant and
was later confirmed in his
faith as a youth, both at Our
Lady Of The Lake Church in
Mound. He received his edu-
cation in Mound and was a

graduate of the Mound High
School Class of 1973.

Gary was united in mar-
riage to Wendy Stieve Oct.
31, 2007, in Gaylord. He
resided in Mound, other vari-
ous places and in 2008, Gary
and Wendy moved to Green
Isle. Mr. Hasse was a man of
all trades. He loved carpentry,
logging, and working with
any kind of wood. Mr. Hasse
also loved being in the out-
doors and spending time with
his dogs.

Mr. Hasse passed away
Dec. 25, in rural Lester
Prairie, at the age of 63 years.

He died doing what he
loved – logging. Blessed be
his memory.

Gary is survived by his
wife, Wendy Hasse of Glen-
coe; children, Justin Hasse of

Willmar, Wade Hasse of Elk
River, and Cassandria Hasse
of Truman; grandchildren,
Mackenzie and Mackailee
Rahm; Sebastian Hasse, Do-
minic Hasse, Damien Hasse,
Gage Hasse; father, Cklair
Hasse of Glencoe; sisters,
Judy Hasse of Bloomington,
Kristen Hasse-Linquist of
Watertown; brother, William
(Pamela) Hasse of Hutchin-
son; nieces, nephews, other
relatives and friends.

Mr. Hasse was preceded in
death by his mother, Verna
Hasse in 2006.

The Johnson-McBride Fu-
neral Chapel in Glencoe han-
dled the arrangements. Its
Web site is www.hantge.com
where online obituaries and a
guest book are available.

Gary Hasse, 63, of Green Isle

Gary Hasse

Helma Meta (Thalmann)
Engelmann, 97, of Glencoe,
and formerly of Plato, passed
away Tuesday, Jan. 1 at Glen-
Fields Living
with Care in
Glencoe.

A funeral
service was
held Satur-
day, Jan. 5,
10:30 a.m.,
at St. John’s
L u t h e r a n
Church in
Plato, with
interment at a later date.

Pastor Tyson Mastin was
the officiating clergy.

Yvonne Schuette was the
organist. “What A Friend We
Have In Jesus,” “Let Us Ever
Walk With Jesus,” “Jesus
Loves Me,” and “Take Thou
My Hand And Lead Me”
were the congregational
hymns.

When we read the obituary
of a child of God, we should
not only hear a summary of
their life, we should also hear
how God was at work in their
life. In studying the Scrip-
tures as they are outlined in
Luther’s Small Catechism,
we have learned to look at
God’s work in our lives and
his rule over us in terms of
three kingdoms: God’s king-
dom of power, God’s king-
dom of grace, and God’s
kingdom of glory. God’s
kingdom of power is the
world into which we are born
and in which we live. God’s
kingdom of grace is the
Christian Church into which
we are reborn by Baptism and
in which we believe and
serve God with the gifts of
the Holy Spirit. God’s king-
dom of Glory is Heaven, into
which we are taken by death
that we may live with God
and praise Him forever.

Helma Meta (Thalmann)
Engelmann was born Oct. 11,
1921, to Fred and Mary (Bur-
dorf) Thalmann at home in
Helen Township, McLeod
County. She was baptized as
an infant Oct. 23, 1921, and
confirmed in her faith as a
youth April 14, 1935, both at

Emanuel Lutheran Church,
Hamburg by Rev. H. J.
Bouman. She received her
education at District 23 and at
Emanuel Lutheran School.

Rev. H. J. Bouman united
Helma in marriage to Ruben
Engelmann of Plato, also at
Emanuel Lutheran Church,
Hamburg, Feb. 23, 1941. This
union was blessed with three
children, Lois, Loren, and
Leslie. Helma and Ruben
made their home on a farm
just north of Plato until 1979
when they built a home on
part of their farm.

After Helma’s father, Fred,
passed away in 1944, her
mother Mary came to live
with Helma and Ruben for al-
most 25 years until Mary’s
death in 1969. After Ruben
passed away in October 1988,
Helma remained living in her
home until December 2011,
at which time she moved to
Glencoe Regional Health
Services long-term care.

Helma and Ruben shared
48 wonderful years together.
Mrs. Engelmann enjoyed life
on the farm raising their three
children. She loved to cook
and bake, besides helping
with the farm work. Mrs. En-
gelmann’s pride and joy were
her flowers and gardening.
She enjoyed sewing and
quilting for her family and for
Lutheran World Relief at her
church. Mrs. Engelmann was
an active member of St.
John’s LWML for over 50
years until they disbanded in
2010. She rolled many band-
ages from old bed sheets as
part of LWML projects for
Global Health Missions. Mrs.
Engelmann held various of-
fices, taught Sunday school
and VBS. She worked at
Heartland Retirement Home
in Plato and volunteered at
Glencoe Regional Health
Services for many years. Mrs.
Engelmann enjoyed playing
cards. She baked thousands
of chocolate chip cookies
over the decades which were
enjoyed by the whole family.
Her greatest enjoyment was
spending time with her chil-
dren, grandchildren, great–

grandchildren and the in-
laws.

Mrs. Engelmann passed
away Monday, Jan. 1, at
GlenFields Living with Care
in Glencoe, at the age of 97
years, 2 months, and 21 days.
Blessed be her memory.

Mrs. Engelmann is sur-
vived by her daughter, Lois
(Myron) Martin of Blooming-
ton; sons, Loren (Charleen)
Engelmann of Plato, Leslie
(Susan) Engelmann of Plato;
eight grandchildren and
spouses, Milo (Denise) Mar-
tin, Monica (Dan) Horn, Cyn-
thia (Adam) Steinert, Scott
(Kristen) Engelmann, Dean
(Jill) Engelmann, Eric
(Kristi) Engelmann, Ryan En-
gelmann, Neil (Holly) Engel-
mann; 13 great-grandchil-
dren, Nathan and Zoe Martin;
Jonathan, Joshua and Jocelyn
Horn; Riley and Kaylin En-
gelmann, Brianna, Tyler and
Trevor Engelmann; Ethan,
Morgan and Makayla Engel-
mann; other relatives and
friends.

Mrs. Engelmann was pre-
ceded in death by her parents,
Fred and Mary Thalmann;
husband, Ruben Engelmann;
father-in-law and mother-in-
law, Henry and Stella Engel-
mann; brothers and sisters-in-
law, Henry (Helen) Thal-
mann, Edwin (Laverna) Thal-
mann, Arnold (Mildred)
Thalmann; sister and brother-
in-law, Ella (Martin) Wroge;
brothers-in-law and sisters-
in-law, Elmer (Norma) En-
gelmann, Raymond (Lois)
Engelmann, and Ella Engel-
mann.

Mrs. Engelmann was the
last surviving person in her
generation on both sides of
her family.

The Johnson-McBride Fu-
neral Chapel in Glencoe han-
dled the arrangements. Its
Web site is
www.mcbridechapel.com
where online obituaries and
guestbook available.

Helma Engelmann, 97, of Glencoe

Helma
Engelmann

Jacob ‘Jake’ Schwarze, 35,
of Stewart, passed away Fri-
day, Dec. 28, at his home.

Funeral services were held
Friday, Jan.
4, 11 a.m. at
B e t h l e h e m
U n i t e d
M e t h o d i s t
Church in
Hutchinson
with inter-
ment in
S u m t e r
C e m e t e r y,
S u m t e r
Township, at a later date.

Rev. Paul Woolverton was
the officiating clergy.

Bev Wangerin was the or-
ganist. Keith Tongen was the
soloist and performed –
“Peace in the Valley” and “In
the Garden.” “Amazing
Grace,” was the congrega-
tional hymn.

David Klinkner, Josh
Klinkner, Steve Lancaster,
Jason Redmann, Dave
Seifert, and Kurt Olson were
casket-bearers.

Jacob ‘Jake’ Schwarze was
born Aug. 13, 1983, in Buffa-
lo. He was the son of Allen
‘Bear’ Schwarze and Diane
(Bell) Schwarze. Jake was
baptized as an infant at Zion
Methodist Church in Brown-
ton. He received his educa-
tion in Brownton, and was a
graduate of the McLeod West
High School, Class of 2002.

He continued his education at
Ridgewater College in Will-
mar, receiving his degree in
auto mechanics.

Mr. Schwarze was em-
ployed as an auto technician
at Crow River Auto in
Hutchinson for 16 years.  He
was an active member and
past board member of the
Brownton Rod and Gun Club.

As a child, Mr. Schwarze
lived in Brownton and later
moved to Stewart. Gardening
and fishing were a few of his
favorite hobbies along with
showing his pony “Snow
Ball.” Mr. Schwarze also en-
joyed garden tractor pulling
with his uncle and aunt, Mark
and JoAnn. Mr. Schwarze
won a regional championship
in 1999 with his Toro Wheel-
horse tractor, “Showtime.”

Mr. Schwarze hunted bear
with his neighbor and good
friend, Sheridan Petersen,
shooting a 250-pound bear.
He enjoyed talking farming
with Mr. Petersen. Mr.
Schwarze loved jigsaw puz-
zles and children, and chil-
dren loved him. He kept his
bird feeders full so they
would come in and feed. A
favorite of his was a family
of cardinals that nested in a
nearby tree.

In the summer months, Mr.
Schwarze would get the grill
and smoker ready making de-
licious grilled turkeys, steaks,

and burgers, smoked salmon
and beef sticks.

Mr. Schwarze cherished
time spent with his family
and friends. Above all, he
loved to socialize. 

Mr. Schwarze passed away
Friday, Dec. 28, at his home,
at the age of 35 years.
Blessed be his memory.

Mr. Schwarze is survived
by his mother, Diane
Schwarze of Stewart; uncles,
Kirk Bell of Stewart, Wayne
Schwarze and his wife, Geri,
of Brownton; aunts, JoAnn
Bishman, and her husband,
Mark, of Stewart, Sharon
Schwarze of Hutchinson,
Barb Holmberg of Pennsylva-
nia; special friend, Laura
Mallak and her son, Tobias,
of Biscay; many cousins and
friends.

Mr. Schwarze is preceded
in death by his father, Allen
‘Bear’ Schwarze; cousins,
Brian Schwarze, Paul Ketch-
ersid, and Tim Holmberg;
aunts, Norma Ketchersid,
Cindy Meyer, and Ronda
Bell; uncles, Thomas
Schwarze, and Gerald
Schwarze.

The Dobratz-Hantge
Chapels in Hutchinson han-
dled the arrangements. Its
Web site is www.hantge.com
where online obituaries and
guestbook are available.

Jacob Schwarze, 35, of Stewart

Jacob
Schwarze

Death Notices

Darlene Ulrich,
77, of Hamburg

Darlene Ulrich, 77, of
Hamburg passed away
Wednesday, Jan. 2, at Oak
Terrace Health Care Center
in Gaylord.

A memorial service will be
held Saturday, Jan. 12, 11
a.m., at Zion Lutheran
Church in Benton Township,
rural Cologne.

A gathering of family and
friends will be held Saturday,
Jan. 12, 9 to 11 a.m., two
hours prior to the service at
the church.

Paul-McBride Funeral
Chapel in Norwood Young
America is handling the
arrangements. Its Web site is
www.mcbridechapel.com
where an online guest book
is available.

Elaine Witte,
88, of Glencoe

Elaine Witte, 88, of Glen-
coe, passed away Friday, Jan.
4, at her residence in Glen-
coe.

A funeral service will be
held Wednesday, Jan. 16, 11
a.m., at First Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Glencoe,
with interment following at
the church cemetery.

Visitation will be held
Wednesday, Jan. 16, 10 to 11
a.m., one hour prior to the
service at the church.

The Johnson-McBride Fu-
neral Chapel in Glencoe is
handling the arrangements.
Its Web site is
www.mcbridechapel.com
where an online guestbook is
available.
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2019
Wedding Directory

Appearing in the first edition of the month in 
the Glencoe Advertiser & the second edition of the month in 

The Sibley Shopper!

The Glencoe Advertiser 
andThe Sibley Shopper:

716 E. 10th St., Glencoe, MN 55336
320-864-5518

Arlington Office: 507-964-5547
or Contact: Sue Keenan: suek@glencoenews.com 

Brenda Fogarty: brendaf@glencoenews.com
Karin Ramige: karinr@glencoenews.com

Our Wedding Directory is a companion to our Bride & Groom Guide and is printed

monthly in the Glencoe Advertiser and/or Sibley Shopper. Once you have promoted your

business in the wedding guide, have your name listed in our directory as a constant 

reminder of your products and services. This is a great opportunity to show all newly 

engaged couples in the Glencoe Advertiser or Sibley Shopper circulation area just what

you have to offer them. The following list below is some of  the various products 

and services that can be highlighted in our Wedding Directory.

Advertising deadline is 
Wednesday, January 23, 2019.
Receive 1 free month when you advertise in the

Bride & Groom Guide 

and the Wedding Directory

• Wedding Attire
• Photographers
• Jewelry
• Home Furnishings
• Florists
• Wedding Cake

• Financial Services
• Wedding Parties
• Catering
• Hair Care
• Wedding Invitations
• Travel Arrangements

• Videos
• Gifts
• Entertainment
• Dry Cleaning
• Reception Halls
• Wedding Insurance

Steven James Chastek, 70,
passed away while surround-
ed by his family Monday,
Dec. 31, at Ridgeview Med-
ical Center in
Waconia.

Mr. Chastek
was born
Jan. 31,
1948, to
Stephen and
L o r n a
( H o o p s )
Chastek of
Glencoe. He
was baptized
and confirmed at St. Pius X
Catholic Church in Glencoe. 

Mr. Chastek was the
youngest of two children.  He
spent most of his early years
working and tending to the
family farm with his father
and his brother. The family
farm taught him how to work
hard, love animals, especially
horses, appreciate nature, and
independence to fix what’s
broken. Steven attended

Glencoe High School.  And
although he grew up on a
farm in a small town, he was
a rebel at heart who lived life
with the pedal to the medal.

Mr. Chastek joined the
United States Army in 1968.
He was a man of few words,
but he wasn’t afraid to speak
his mind. He was tough on
the outside, but gentle at
heart. His true passion was
hot rod classic cars or any-
thing with an engine. He was
his happiest in his garage,
buried under the hood of a
car with oldies music blaring
and an O’Doul’s in his hand.

Steven enjoyed walking-es-
pecially with a four-legged
friend, pheasant hunting,
snowmobiling, fishing and
boating, car shows, chips and
salsa, Pepsi, everything west-
ern, Elvis Presley, and a good
James Bond movie. He was a
strong, loving father to three
children, a grandfather (Papa
“C”) to four grandchildren, a

brother, and a friend. Mr.
Chastek was a true cowboy at
heart. His laughter, stubborn-
ness, and one-liner jokes will
forever be missed.

Mr. Chastek is survived by
his daughter, Lori (Fernando)
Chastek of Texas and her
daughters, Stephanie and
Alexandra; son, Lance (Car-
men) Chastek and their
daughters, Haven and Vivian;
daughter, Jackie Chastek (fi-
ancé Sam Schlagel) of Jor-
dan, and Julie Chastek of Jor-
dan; brother, Kenneth (Dora)
Chastek of Florida; nieces,
Michelle and Kim.

Mr. Chastek’s parents,
Stephen and Lorna Chastek,
preceded him in death.

Funeral Services will be
held Saturday, Jan. 12, 11
a.m., with visitation starting
at 9 a.m. at Bertas Funeral
Home, 200 Third St. W.,
Chaska.

Steven Chastek, 70, of Chaska

Steven
Chastek

Obituary

“Panther Spotlight” award recip-
ients meet the criteria for PRIDE
expectations: positivity, respect,
integrity, dependability and ex-
cellence. The December
awardees are pictured above.
Front row, from left to right:
Hunter Hardel, Claire Geib, Pay-
ton Lee, Katelyn Metag and

Ruben Arandia; second row:
Taylor Foss, Kinley Stuewe and
Bentley Dittmar; third row: J.J.
Sanchez, Josie Lindeman, Pey-
ton Lightfoot and Jovie McDon-
ald; back row: Owen Vacek, Fin-
ley Guerrero, Abigail Graczyk,
Winifred Beste Zehnder and
Madison Gildea. 

Chronicle photo by Jakob Kounkel

Lincoln Elementary ‘Panther Spotlight’ recipients

Silver Lake welcomed three new members to the city council on
Monday. City Clerk Jon Jerabek administered the oath of office to
new Mayor Dorothy “Dot” Butler (left), Councilor Chris Penaz (cen-
ter), and Councilor Josh Winfrey.

Chronicle photos by Karin Ramige

Oath of Office in Silver Lake

Silver Lake City
Council holds
organizational
meeting
By Karin Ramige
Publisher

A new year brings a new
city council in Silver Lake.

The Silver Lake City
Council held its annual orga-
nizational meeting on Mon-
day, Jan. 7.

The first order of business
was to administer the oath of
office to Mayor Dorothy
“Dot” Butler and Councilors
Chris Penaz and Josh Win-
frey.

In her first act as mayor,
Butler made the city’s annual
appointments.

Councilor Nolan Johnson
will serve as acting mayor as
well as serve as the commu-
nity development and Plan-
ning Commission liaison.
Councilor Brenda Fogarty
will serve as the public safety
liaison, which includes the
police and fire departments
and ambulance service.
Councilor Josh Winfrey will
serve as the public works de-
partment liaison. Councilor
Chris Penaz will serve as the
liaison for the municipal
liquor store. Butler will serve
as the city administration liai-
son. 

The liaisons serve as a rep-
resentative between the de-
partment heads and the coun-
cil. They do not serve in a su-
pervisory role, but allow the
respective council members
to gain and contribute insight
into the appointed areas. The
liaisons’ duties include work-

ing with the department and
employees to be able to up-
date the council on the budg-
et and workings of the de-
partment throughout the year.
The liaison appointments
usually rotate on an annual
basis to allow councilors to
have the opportunity to work
with different aspects of the
city departments. 

The 2019 Personnel Com-
mittee will consist of Butler,
Chris Penaz and City Clerk
Jon Jerabek. 

Butler also appointed Dale
Kosek as the deputy weed in-
spector and Tim Grenke as
the civil defense director and
emergency response coordi-
nator. 

In addition to the liaisons,
Butler appointed The
McLeod County Chronicle as
the official newspaper;
Gavin, Donley & Ostlund,
LTD, of Glencoe as the city
attorney; and First Communi-
ty Bank and Minnesota Mu-
nicipal Money Market Fund
as the official city deposito-
ries. 

The Silver Lake Economic
Development Authority will
continue to be the members
of the City Council. 

Regular meetings will con-
tinue to be held on the third
Monday of each month. The
meetings in January and Feb-
ruary will be held on the
Tuesday following the first
Monday of the month due to
federal holidays. The quarter-
ly meetings will be held on
the first Monday of January,
April, July and October. All
meetings are scheduled to
begin at 6:30 p.m. in the
lower level of the auditorium.

SL Mayor makes
appointments

By Karin Ramige
Publisher

The City of Silver Lake is
sitting on some prime real es-
tate on Main Street. Silver
Lake natives Joe and Rachel
Yates of Cokato approached
the city council about the
possibility of acquiring the
four city-owned lots to build
and develop a multi-use retail
and apartment complex on
the lots. 

The Yateses also have in-
terest in acquiring the other
two buildings on the block.

The complex would in-
clude 3,000 square feet of
main level commercial space
along with 12 two-bedroom,
two-bathroom age 55-plus
apartments. The building
would also include under-
ground heated parking and an
elevator. 

The exterior of the building
would be constructed of Fab-
con concrete walls that would
be brought in by crane.

The Yateses, who own J &

R Equipment in Silver Lake,
hope to have the architectural
designs to make a formal
presentation to the council at
its Jan. 22 meeting. 

They hope to begin con-
struction late summer, with a
spring 2020 completion.

In other business, the
council:

• Accepted the resignation
of full-time police officer,
Kyle Jorgenson. Jorgenson
has been with the department
for nearly three years and has
accepted a position with the
McLeod County Sheriff’s of-
fice.

• Tabled a request to adver-
tise for a full-time officer.
Councilor Josh Winfrey made
the motion minutes after tak-
ing the oath of office stating
three of the five members of
the council are brand new and
they would like a little time
to dig into the issue. He also
mentioned the possibility of
revisiting the idea of con-

tracting with the sheriff’s of-
fice instead of hiring a full-
time officer.

Hiring a new officer is
about a four-month process,
should the council decide to
fill position.

• Heard from resident
Joshua Cable, who has re-
ceived an eviction notice
from The Villager Apart-
ments, for consideration on
the eviction. He also ex-
pressed grievance against Po-
lice Chief RJ Cripps.

Under the city’s rental ordi-
nance, to maintain an occu-
pancy license, the owner
must maintain a crime-free
property, prohibiting any resi-
dent who has generated three
or more police calls within a
12-month period. Cable has
been involved in five in the
last six months. The council
will address the issue at its
regular meeting on Jan. 22.

Residential development
interest in Silver Lake

Hello, 2019! The weather article is back after a little
vacation. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to
everyone out there. Our weather has been extremely
pleasant recently with highs well above average and even
approaching records a couple times. We’ve been stuck in
the same pattern which hasn’t allowed for much change
and warm weather to seep in. We started out the week
warm again but were quickly hit with a winter reminder
in the form of a strong cold front Tuesday. Highs were
knocked down to seasonal values and winds reminded us
that we’re still in the middle of winter. The good news is
we should see a return to above average temperatures as
we move towards the end of the week with highs back
into the 30s for the weekend. Storms continue to evade
us, so for all you snow lovers out there, you’ll just have
to continue waiting. I don’t see any good storms on the
horizon through early next week. Our next best chance
would come in towards the middle/end of next week but
that’s so far out there that I have zero confidence in it.
We’ll only see some passing flurries and snow showers a
couple times this week. The extended doesn’t show any
large changes in the pattern into next week but beyond
that they try to bring in colder air, so if that does in fact
occur, we may finally see some white stuff. Have a great
week everyone; enjoy the pleasant weekend weather.

Ma dobry weekendem Mit dobry vikend

Wednesday night: Lows 0-6, partly cloudy.
Thursday: Highs 18-24, lows 14-20, clouds/snow

showers.
Friday: Highs 24-30, lows 15-21, clouds/flurries.
Saturday: Highs 26-33, lows 17-23, clouds. 
Sunday: Highs 30-40, partly cloudy.
Weather Quiz: What are the current long-range fore-

casts saying about January-March?
Fun January weather factoid: January’s all-time high

is 58 degrees and the all-time low is -41 degrees. That’s a
range of 99 degrees of possible temperatures in January.

Remember, I make the forecast, not the weather.

Weather Corner
By Jake Yurek



The McLeod County Chronicle, www.glencoenews.com, Wednesday, January 9, 2019, page 8

627 12th St. E, Glencoe

320.864.8000

227 10th St. E., Glencoe
320-864-3804

Kevin Post Agency

1132 Hennepin Ave. N.,
Glencoe, MN 55336

320-864-3943

Young America 
Mutual Insurance Co.

Serving You for 149 Years!
615 West 13th St., 

Glencoe, MN 55336-1000
320-864-3069

The McLeod County 

Chronicle
716 10th St. E., Glencoe

320-864-5518

Gavin, Donley 
& Ostlund,Ltd.

Attorneys at Law
www.goslawfirm.com

Gavin Law Building 
1017 Hennepin Ave. N

Glencoe, MN 55336 

320-864-5142

Dorothy Butler
Dependable, 

Results Oriented, 
Local Real Estate Agent

Office: 320-234-4400
Cell: 612-245-0274

dorothybutler.results.net

1320 Pryor Ave., Glencoe

320-864-6222
www.ProAutoMN.com
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CONGRATULATIONS
Adam Tanata of Stewart!

The winner of the 2019 First Baby contest won 
a pair of Chanhassen Dinner Theatre Tickets!

       Date guessed:      January 2
       Time guessed:      1:02 a.m.
       Weight guessed: 7 lbs. 6 oz.
       Sex of baby:         Girl

THANK YOU TO ALL PAR TICIPANTS!

to the family of the first baby 
born at Glencoe Regional Health Services in 2019.

Baby Girl 

ELAINA LEIGH WOYTCKE
Born: Wednesday, January 2, 2019 at 1:01 a.m. 

7 lbs. 9 oz., 19 1/2 inches

CONGRATULATIONS

Impacts come if
the shutdown
extends into
February
By Jakob Kounkel
Staff Writer

As President Donald
Trump feuds with Congress
over border wall funding,
now into day 18, and as hun-
dreds of thousands of non-es-
sential government employ-
ees go without paychecks,
McLeod County Administra-
tor Cindy Ford and County
Human Services Director
Gary Sprynczynatyk are hop-
ing the shutdown ends before
the end of January. 

Sprynczynatyk seemed
mostly unconcerned about the
shutdown, “unless it lasts be-
yond January 2019.” 

“This will likely not impact
Minnesotans in human serv-
ice programs,” Sprynczy-
natyk wrote in response to
questions on how the shut-
down will affect the human
services department. “Like-
wise, it will minimally impact
the Minnesota Department of

Human Service employees,”
he wrote, again with the
caveat that the shutdown
doesn’t extend past January
2019. 

He also said the most im-
mediate impact, if the shut-
down lasts, would be on Sup-
plemental Nutrition Assis-
tance Program (SNAP) —
formerly known as food
stamps — recipients. SNAP
is a federal nutrition program
that helps people expand on
their grocery budgets and buy
healthy food. The benefits
can be used to buy food at
grocery stores, convenience
stores, and even farmers’
markets and co-op food pro-
grams in some cases. 

SNAP, in 2017, reached 42
million people nationwide. 

Congress already approved
funding for Medicaid and
MinnesotaCare before the
shutdown, Sprynczynatyk
said, and the federal govern-
ment will use reserve funds to
cover SNAP spending for up
to one month. 

The shutdown has been a
sticking point for the Trump
administration since it’s Dec.
22 initiation. Before the new

year, President Trump invited
incoming Speaker of the
House Nancy Pelosi and Sen.
Chuck Schumer, D-New
York, into the Oval Office to
discuss border wall funding
and the president’s $5 billion,
non-negotiable price tag. 

He’s taken to Twitter to
show progress or a lack there-
of. On Jan. 5, he tweeted,
“V.P. Mike Pence and team
just left the White House.
Briefed me on their meeting
with the Schumer/Pelosi rep-
resentatives. Not much head-
way made today,” potentially
displaying signs of a pro-
longed shutdown. 

He made a national address
about the urgency of the bor-
der wall on Tuesday night.
He’s spoke of declaring a na-
tional emergency on border
security to get the wall built
on provisions in a U.S. code
governing the military. 

No matter how the presi-
dent and Congress decide to
end the government shut-
down, there seem to be more
signs pointing to an extended
shutdown than an expedited
conclusion.

Shutdown to have little 
impact on McLeod County

People

Veneir lands on dean’s list
The University of Wisconsin-Superior has named Tay-

lor Venier of Silver Lake to the dean’s list for academic
achievement of at least 3.50 GPA or higher during the fall
2018 semester, while also completing at least 12 degree-
seeking credits. 

SDSU announces dean’s list
South Dakota State University announced students on

its dean’s list for academic excellence after the fall 2018
semester. Students who completed at least 12 credits and
earned at least a 3.50 GPA earned dean’s list distinctions.
From Glencoe, Kristen Rae Barott, Alyssa Mae Boesche,
Ariel Brianna Brelje, Katelynn Ann Kunkel and Saman-
tha Jo Schultz. From Brownton, Carla Ann Bromen-
schenkel, Brittney Rose Medina, Carsen Dean Streich
and McKayla Kristine White. From Stewart, Stephanie
Marie Henke. From Winsted, Kathryn Mary Goebel. 

Bass graduates from ISU
Ethan Bass, of Glencoe, graduated from Iowa State

University with a bachelor’s degree in industrial engi-
neering. 

Woytcke daughter welcomed
Joleen and Zach Woytcke, Glencoe, recently welcomed

their daughter, Adilyn Rose Woytcke, to the world. She
was 7 pounds, 10 ounces and measured 20 inches at
birth. Also welcoming home Adilyn is sibling Kayden.
Grandparents are Edmund and Wendy Nowak of Silver
Lake, Michelle Waldner of Glencoe and Jesse Woytcke
of Glencoe. 

Teleckys have twins
Felicia and Joshua

Telecky, Hutchinson, recent-
ly welcomed twin daughters
into their family. Breckyn,
the oldest, weighed 5
pounds, 11 ounces and meas-
ured 18.5 inches at birth —
Teagyn weighed 5 pounds, 7
ounces and measured 19.5
inches. Grandparents are Patrick and Brenda Fogarty of
Silver Lake, and David and Donna Telecky of Hutchin-
son. 

Elaina Woytcke born
Kaitlyn and Nathan Woytcke, Glencoe, recently gave

birth to their new daughter, Elaina Leigh Woytcke. She
weighed 7 pounds, 9 ounces and measured 19.5 inches at
birth. Grandparents are Joel and Leigh Cohrs of Glencoe,
Jesse Woytcke of Glencoe, and Michelle Waldner of
Glencoe. 

Eleven Brownton senior
citizens met Monday, Jan. 6 at
the Brownton Community
Center.

Winning at 500, Phyllis
Mahnke, first, and Audrey
Tongen, second; winning at
pinochle, Karen Schmeling,

first, and Pat Markgraf sec-
ond; door prize winner was
Leone Kujas. Theola Fors
served refreshments.

The next meeting will be
Jan. 14 at the Brownton Com-
munity Center. 

11 Brownton 
seniors met Monday

By Jakob Kounkel
Staff Writer

AUnited States Air
Force airman who
benefited from a

McLeod County care package
coordination effort — called
Minnesota Nice — that sent
packages to soldiers overseas
recently stopped at former
soldier package coordinator
Linda Krueger’s house, of
Glencoe, to express his grate-
fulness for the kind gesture
that reached thousands of sol-
diers like himself. 

Airman First Class John
Rose was overtly thankful for
the items sent to him from
Minnesota Nice. He was able
to put some items to use him-
self as well as share amongst
his peers while overseas and
in desperate desire of certain
items. They were especially
appreciative of the candy.

“Sometimes these guys,
they have nothin’ where
they’re stationed,” Krueger
said as she rested her hands
on one of two overflowing
binders with the archives of
her coordination with Min-
nesota Nice. 

The binders had everything

from Krueger’s coordination
days, which came to an end
last year as she and Minneso-
ta Nice sent more than 400
packages overseas. Most of
the contents in the binders
were letters from recipients
of the care packages, express-
ing their immense gratitude.
They also contained articles
from The Chronicle and the
Hutchinson Leader highlight-
ing the good work of Min-
nesota Nice in McLeod
County. There were cards,
photos, emails — everything
related to Minnesota Nice —
all kept in orderly fashion, a
scrapbook of achievement
and gratefulness. 

Rose, likely in an attempt
to even the score with
Krueger, brought a gift to add
to her archives: an American
flag, proudly flown on the
69th Expeditionary Bomb
Squadron B-52H Strato-
fortress Aircraft in support of
operation Inherent Resolve.
Krueger said she’s planning
on making a display out of
the flag and some of the
patches Rose gave her. She
said she’s going to put the
display up next to the others

that she’s made from similar
visits in the past.

During his visit, they talked
about hunting, his deploy-
ment, and glossed over the
binders that Krueger has so
meticulously kept. There was
even a bear hide rug laid out
that Rose was interested in
purchasing. Unfortunately for
Rose, Colleen Benjamin and
LaDonna Stuber, both essen-
tial team members of Min-

nesota Nice, were unable to
meet with him so he could
thank them as well. 

Although Krueger doesn’t
affiliate with any local care
package groups, she does
work with Citizens Support-
ing Our Armed Forces, a
group that does similar work
to Minnesota Nice but on a
larger scale. They’re based
out of North Branch, Minn.

Minnesota Nice recipient visits Glencoe
to show appreciation for care package

A1C John Rose, left, and Linda Krueger pictured at
her house with the gifts the airman gave her. 

Stewart
woman gets
jail, probation

A 46-year-old woman from
Stewart will spend time in
the McLeod County Jail and
in the sentence-to-serve pro-
gram after pleading guilty to
felony-level drug possession.

McLeod County District
Court Judge Jessica Maher
sentenced Linda Kokesch
after she pleaded guilty to
possession of a controlled
substance last year. Kokesch
will serve three years on pro-
bation. She must also serve
15 days in jail and serve 15
days of sentence to service
work/community work serv-
ice. Kokesch must also com-
plete a chemical dependency
and mental health evalua-
tions, follow the recommen-
dations of the evaluations,
have no use or possession of
alcohol or drugs, and pay a
fine and surcharge of $485.


